HONEYMEAD HOLE

Saturday 27 April 1996 - Dave Speed, Dave Morrison, Bob Cottle, Clive Nokbn Appleby, Pete Hann,
Nigel Hellyar, Mark "Buddy" Williams, Richard Witeobe and various other visitors

A Hy Mac excavator, driven by "Slim", commenced giigg at approximately 9 am in the shallow
depression 200 yards south of Little Crapnell Sstall

Deep trenching took place all around the depressmmountering indeterminate rock faces at depthgn@
from 10' to 30'. The infill was a very consisteny drange/brown loamy soil, with few loose rocks amly
occasional patches of moisture.

Digging ceased at 7 pm with an irregular west fganorth east/south west cliff uncovered but no cave
passage found.

Sunday 28 April 1996 - Dave Speed, Bob Cottle, Clive North, Pete HanngeNigellyar, Mark "Buddy"
Williams, Keith and Ros Fielder, Richard Witcomb®lanany other visitors

Digging recommenced at 9 am with further cleariighe cliff face. Some water erosion features were
visible at the north end but no cavities were séegolid rock floor sloping at the angle of dip fapx 25
degrees) was encountered at a depth of 20'andviedl@lown to 25' to a point where the main cliff @pped

to meet a more broken area of rock at right angles.

DS and RW descended to investigate the possilofityft development at this junction. Nothing wasihd
in the rock angle, but the removal of a few roakshie broken rock face by DS revealed a small dréog
hole about five feet above the floor. More slabsengulled off the face and an irregular rift pagsagme 2'
wide by 3' high was uncovered. It appeared to lo&eth by broken slabs after 8', but the presencelables
and a film of mud were clear evidence of a fornegamway.

PH ventured inside to report reasonable poss#slitf digging into the choked floor, and a decisias
reached to safeguard the hole and backfill theataan.

The entrance was encircled by dry stone walling beight of 6' before a halt was called at 6 pm.

W/c 29 April 1996

Clive North and Dave Speed investigated the aregatér eroded rock at the north end of the rock faat
heavy rain caused slumping before any conclusiare neached.

Wednesday 1 May 1996 - "Slim" the Hy Mac driver, Dave Speed, Pete HanrgeNiHellyar, "Buddy"
Williams, Richard Witcombe, plus a large contingehNHASA members (Dave Turner and Don Thomson
stayed to the bitter end). Dave Morrison and GraBaomley arrived very late.

After clearing slumped mud from around the wallesleh an RSJ beam was placed across the unstable
southern “cliff" face, resting on a slab on thehtignd jammed into a cleft on the left. The firsd2ep
concrete ring was manouevred into position on ta## and beam by the Hy Mac, and then surrounded by
dry stone walling.

More rings were added with periodic backfilling amdlling. The rings used were offcuts with no jdips,
and to keep the butt ends in place, three 4" wed#ians of RSJ were fitted over the top rim to mkh the
pipe above.

As darkness fell, a drizzle started, but work cmntid by the light of caving lamps and the headsighft
Dave Speed's Teleshift farm loader. By 10.30 tlyhthi and last ring was put into place, and a hal¢ w
called to proceedings.



NB Jim Hanwell looked at the red rocks from Lit@zapnell Swallet and pronounced them to be Triassic
sandstone. The entrance rift is developed in alnegh dyke.

Saturday 4 May 1996 - AM: Clive North, Dave Speed

Dug out the eroded rock face but found no passage.

PM: "Slim", Dave Speed, Ken Appleby, Richard Witdmen"Buddy" Williams and Nigel Hellyar continued
digging at Resurrection Hole (Upper Crapnell Sink).

The crater was backfilled by Hy Mac and Teleshifbjle KA and RW cleared the ground of stones. The
ground surface was reinstated by 5 pm.

RW went below by electron ladder, and investigdtexl short section of passage. Both the back amadl flo
are choked with blocks and debris but the air wash. The roof, in part leaning slabs, will havebt
treated with care.

Wednesday 8 May 1996 - Dave Speed, Kate Powell, Dave Morrison, Graham BrgnRichard Witcombe.
Later joined by Martin Ellis (SMCC)

With the aid of the Teleshift, placed a series@fyMarge limestone slabs around the lip of thdtsirad set
up the winch.

NB One of the large slabs had some Triassic sandstdhering to it - another Neptunian dyke.

Later in the week DS chain harrowed the backfill itoprove its contours, and picked several
hundredweights of stones from the ground surface.

Sunday 12 May 1996 - Dave Speed, Clive North, Graham Bromley, Richartcdmbe

Commenced the underground dig. Initially mud whidd dropped in during the backfilling exercise was
sent up by a solo digger, but once the jammed leodldeshhold to the cave had been cleaned oéicansl
digger went into the passage and started cleatihghad, fallen slabs and a few cobbles.

A total of fifty buckets were sent to the surfaaad dumped directly into the bucket of DS's Telishi
A number of small holes were opened up in the flobthe 8'long passage, from which a slight draught
seemed to emanate. The left hand wall appears tmdbercut bedrock, while the right hand side cdas$

at least very large slabs or possibly slumped beddi

W/c 13 May 1996 - Dave Speed

Fabricated and fitted a steel gate with spring éobltinges.

Wednesday 15 May 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Clive North, Richardcénbe and a NHASA
contingent - John Hill, Eric Dunford and John Haomiibuted significantly. Dave Morrison arrived nhuc
later.

Cleared mud and a large amount of rock from theauges - a total of thirty loads.

By the end of the evening, the left hand wall waserled as an undercut collection of large, problaioise,

bedding slabs, while overhead a nearly horizoriedd 4' by 2' by 18" seemed to be suspended byeaopil
stones at the far end and a pinched 9" cube ofsiithg on a 2" ledge at the near end. The flaorststed

of large rocks with small holes emitting a slighaadight, down which stones rattled on for 5' or so.



An tricky shoring operation will have to be carriedt beneath the hanging slab, before a safe route
downwards can be pursued.

Sunday 19 May 1996 - Dave Speed, Bob Cottle, Rob Taviner

Very heavy rain. Continued careful digging in theof of the passage, raising five loads.

Wednesday 22 May 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombe, Mdgtiis, Nigel Hellyar,
"Buddy" Williams

Following days of heavy rain, some settlement hecued and water was ponded in the centre of the
depression. DS found that his spring loaded himgessunk and had to remove them in order to gelidhe
on. At the foot of the shaft, beneath the ringsesa large rocks had split under compression amdes
smaller stones had been squeezed out of the walbn&rete and stone revetment will have to be ot
greater security.

Eight loads were brought out during the eveningluding one very large slab. GB bruised a fingeitequ
badly guiding this rock out of the passage.

The scene in the digging chamber is now decidedlguiting. The roof slab still hangs precariousiyda
both "walls" appear to be little more than stackdree slabs, some large some not. The floor cosegri
mud and large rocks which partly underpin the "s/allAt one point a low passage of sorts can be seen
beneath a slab, but it may be no more than a wasltguable amongst the rocks.

Some form of shoring will have to be devised or¢hee will become undiggable on safety grounds.

Sunday 26 May 1996 - Graham Bromley, Bob Cottle, Dave Speed. Richarccuiibe visited later.

A section of RSJ and a piece of telegraph pole wererted across the passage in the form of a 8tews'
Cross, the ends resting on the best of the pogekedvailable. A longer section of pole was laibleays
beneath the roof slab resting on the RSJ at theemehand a small stack of rocks at the choked end.
Three loads of rock and mud were brought out.

Wednesday 29 May 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombe, (QNigeth

A tractor driven cement mixer was brought over, @@ commenced concrete and rock walling
underground.

The crossways pole was cemented into its ledgesaamort section of wall built onto the slabshat back
of it to reach the ceiling boulder. Various otheaaks in the left hand wall were grouted.

Work then shifted to the chamber beneath the pifese a gap in the left hand threshhold was fiilednd
a substantial buttress constructed to support tesspre cracked rocks on the right. A good deatafe
had to be sent down from the surface!

Sunday 2 June 1996 - Dave Speed (bad knee), Ken Appleby (bad back),&RithVitcombe, Clive North,
Dave Morrison (bad arm)

The able bodied minority went below to continuegginly removing mud and rocks from the near endrfloo
of the dig.

There were no solid walls to be seen, just largdssland shifting smaller material. The area unber t
threshhold and under the floor of the pipe chamizes found to be full of holes but very dangerouditp
The stability of the threshhold depends on a sijagiemed block.



It was decided that to make any further progres® of the boulders would have to be banged, but
unfortunately most looked to be mutually supportivhilst cleaning off a large, relatively free siarmg
block on the right, a tiny passage was opened agdihg horizontally beneath a bedding roof for 810Frin

a south westwards direction. A second slot desaktwieards the threshhold area.

The block itself was eventually declared non-loadring, and the decision was made to risk a vellsm
bang. CN duly laid and fired a half slab of plasiénankfully the crack of the explosion was noidaled
by any other rumblings.

In total, ten loads were raised to the surfaceuttiolg two trussed rocks.

Wednesday 5 June 1996 - "Buddy" Williams, Nigel Hellyar, Martin Ellis, Riclwrd Witcombe

CN's bang had neatly split the boulder with no appiacollateral damage. The blocks were stackedbut
the way, and four buckets of mud and small rockeeveent to the surface. This clearing work showed t
south west "passage" to be little more than a gape boulders. The best prospects still seem to kige
floor.

Sunday 9 June 1996 - Bob Cottle, Clive North, Richard Witcombe plus anher of visitors

A good many rocks were carefully removed from tloif area, and stacked at the back of the chamber
beneath the shoring beams. Some of the larger luadt to be sledged.

Five buckets of mud were then sent to the suriddew more slabs were shifted to reveal a 5' drefveen
a reasonably stable left hand wall and a less seayint hand wall. The floor area was loosely clibke

One of the floor blocks was selected for part détool and CN laid and fired a one slab charge.

Wednesday 12 June 1996 - Graham Bromley, Dave Speed, Clive North, Richardcdmbe. "Buddy"
Williams assisted later.

Combined digging and walling evening. DS provideshaete and haulage from the surface while RW
continued revetment walling at the foot of the gete rings and simultaneously, GB assisted by CN
continued excavating the shaft below the threshhold

CN's bang had done little damage, but by shiftinglrand some large blocks GB was able to make darefu
downwards progress for 3' or 4'. The left hand wsaleasonable continuous and solid, but the rgimd
side remains a nightmarish jumble of jammed blo®erious tiny cross rifts and small holes appedred
there is an urgent need for shoring of some sort.

Eight loads were taken to the surface including lavge, trussed rocks. Other rocks were incorpdrat®
the concrete walling.

Wednesday 19 June 1996 - Dave Morrison, Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombesigted later by
"Buddy" Williams and Nigel Hellyar. Dave Speed afate Powell visited.

Further judicious excavation of the rift, followeg an attempt to remotely "re-arrange” some oftibtom
boulders using the winch cable. Small collapseslted leaving some of the rocks barely supported.

The draught emanating from the floor was as stramgisual and stones dropped into small holes dattle
away for 8' to 10'".

Eight loads were sent to the surface.

Sunday 23 June 1996 - Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Lelih@am, plus several visitors




A 4' length of steel angle was concreted acrosgith&eneath the main threshhold boulder and werio
cracked walls were infilled. More concrete and raeckling was built into the bottom of the entrarsteft.

PS took a few photos.

Wednesday 26 June 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Dave Morrison, Richditdombe

Combined grouting and digging evening.

RW sealed up various gaps in boulders with concretéle GB examined the digging face. A section of
steel U channel was inserted across the rift banea¢ of key upper chamber boulders, after which GB
proceeded to dig back under the upper chamber gererally south westerly direction, following a
reasonably solid left hand wall. By the end of slegsion, a narrow - perhaps one foot wide - ogenauld

be seen ahead. Stones dropped down it seemed forfdb' or so. More clearing work will be needid
reach it safely.

The section of the dig below the pipes has beeistelned Concrete Showers by GB who is usually en th
receiving end of surplus grout.

Seven loads were sent to the surface, includingraéVarge rocks, but all small rocks were incogted
into the grouting.

Sunday 30 June 1996 - Graham Bromley, Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe. DMwerison and various
Wessex visitors arrived later.

Cleared rocks and a small amount of mud from thestihold of the open rift. A small void below theolr
was uncovered which almost certainly connects whth rift but a large flake of rock prevented access
Some sections of the flake were removed by handhieutemainder will require heavy chiselling or §an

The cold draught is very encouraging although tgktrand side of the threshhold is not very stainid
the rift may not be quite mansized. Stones throammrdseem to drop about ten feet.

Six loads were sent to the surface including tHezge rocks. Much other material was stockpiled for
walling underground.

Wednesday 3 July 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Dave Morrison, Riciditombe, assisted by
half a dozen NHASA members

Attempted unsuccessfully to break up the largeeflakth chisel and sledgehammer - it will requirendgpa
Some surrounding rocks were broken up and seveis loamud and rock were sent to the surface.

The rift ahead can now be seen to drop away aepsingle for about ten feet but it only six incheso
wide. More intriguing is a hole off to the righttaBes can thrown through this and sound as thdughadre
dropping five or six feet into a void.

Friday 5 July 1996 - Aubrey Newport, Dave Speed, Graham Bromley

Drilled two small shotholes in the large flake otk and fired a Cordtex only charge. The fumes came
quickly out of the shaft and cleared in five miraite

Inspection revealed a nicely shattered rock andofiateral damage.

Sunday 7 July 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombe, QMigeth, plus various visitors

Combined digging and grouting session.



The shattered rock was cleared, and the digging &mea generally cleaned up. There is a possibty ma
sized rift five feet off to the right but access psevented by various inter-dependant slabs. Clarefu
demolition and walling will be necessary.

Eight loads including one large piece of rock wseat to the surface.

Wednesday 10 July 1996 - Afternoon: Clive North, Dave Speed

Drilled three shotholes and fired a split, onekstibarge in two of them - right hand wall and acklin the
floor. The fumes were slower to emerge than orlakeoccasion.

Evening: Dave Speed, Clive North, Dave Morrisoraléam Bromley, Richard Witcombe

Cleared the bang debris and used much of it intgtdbwalling in the lower section of the dig. Thals

preventing access to the right hand rift still aainme moved or banged safely. The whole mass mag tioa
be cemented together before a route is "cut" tHrokgr the time being excavation will continue he floor

of the boulder strewn main rift.

Five loads were sent to the surface including gelaock.

Wednesday 17 July 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Dave Morrison, Bob|€oRaul Stillman,
Richard Witcombe

Continued clearing bang debris in the main rift émdering the floor. Stream gravels and small cebbl
were encountered and a possible lower route irggight hand rift was uncovered. A large slab wéle to
be banged to gain access but it looks a saferrofitan the higher level route.

Twelve loads were sent to the surface including teaks.

Sunday 22 July 1996 - Noon - Clive North, Graham Bromley

Drilled two shotholes in the large slab and firegh& stick charge.

Afternoon - Graham Bromley, Bob Cottle, Paul Stdim Len Coltham, Richard Witcombe, Clive North
The bang had virtually demolished the boulder aBds@rted clearing a way through to the rift.

Much of the shattered rock was incorporated by RW grouted walling in the rift above the diggiragé.
Judging by a crack

in some earlier concrete, one large wall block sladhped slightly probably as a result of the bdahgias
"picked up" by more concrete walling.

In due course, GB crawled through a 5' connectiottet the right hand wall into a short section oérop
man-sized rift. While he evaluated the passageubilog Thomas Rift - RW grouted around and benaath
large suspended block at the threshhold to thelcraw

GB reported a steeply descending rift passage Ipkatal Concrete Showers. Stream debris - erodekisroc
and cobbles - partially blocked the way ahead baries could be rolled for about 10" into what mayab
small chamber. To the left was a too tight entraocanother rift which seemed to be deeper. Upstraad
overhead were chokes of loose slabs.

After visits by RW, RC and CN, GB crawled a litflether down the main rift and noted a cross fi¢ad.

A major clearing session will take place next Wesifag .

Six loads were sent to the surface.



Wednesday 24 July 1996 - Dave Speed, Nick Speed, Kate Powell, Paul Stilln@dive North, Bob Cottle,
Dave Morrison, Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombe

After photographic sessions in Doubting Thomas, cBred a small amount of stream debris and crawled
on down the rift to emerge after 15' in a smalldieg plane chamber, 20' long by 10" wide and 8" tugh.
Halfway down the chamber was a hole in the floantlp filled with loose rocks and without an obviu
way on. The chamber terminated below an area dfaoitapse in a mud choke with a fine stal flow abo

it. To the right was a man sized inlet passagegédhwith further stal.

The rest of the party came through to the chan@et,after more photographs, GB shed his boileradt
crawled carefully into the inlet passage. It roaeafiel to the main passage, terminating afterr88'choke.

The draught was detected emerging from a small imotee terminal choke and an hour's digging thioug
collapse material of mud, rock and broken stal aéa@ a reasonably solid left hand wall and somdenge
of a passage continuing under the stal flow. Spag dumped further up the chamber.

Meanwhile, GB tackled the narrow rift to the left@oubting
Thomas. He struggled 6' down Barbecue Rift but stapped by slabs which would probably require bang
to shift.

The party adjourned to the Hunter's, well satisfieith the night's work. The decorated, slab strewn
chamber was christened Slab House - Kate PoweKksnarthe Slab House pub restaurant.

Sunday 28 July 1996 - Dave Speed, Clive North, Rob Taviner, Dave Morrjdithard Witcombe

Continued digging the terminal choke, excavatingide pit in search of the way on and dumping adarg
quantity of glutinous mud, rock, cobbles and brok&ai in the top right hand corner of the chamBgrthe
end of the session, a possible way on was uncovlredgh stal cemented rocks, but with the pit r&w
deep, the stability of the rubble and mud wall®gking rather fragile.

Wednesday 31 July 1996 - Dave Speed, Kate Powell, Paul Stillman, Bob Cofeb Taviner, Graham
Bromley, Dave Morrison, Richard Witcombe

Further digging in the terminal pit, dumping largecks in the top corner of the chamber and muthén
hole in the floor.

After half an hour, holes began to appear bendwthdigger's feet and stones fell away into whanded
like a sizeable void. DS was working alongside wieitook to be a safely stal cemented mass ofwben
it collapsed with a roar into an open 15' to 2@meft. Other stones slid off the walls of the @itd a very
serious collapse looked imminent. DM took over diggout soon retreated after another noisy collapte
of the party withdrew to a higher part of the chamio await developments.

Further minor rock falls occurred, but after a geiaof an hour, GB decided that the worst was @vet
gingerly clambered down the rift. He reached a lalshope after 10' and proceeded steeply downwards
under a very unstable roof until he reached aighd teft corner obstructed with stream debris.

On his return he crawled round a slab in the hifof and entered an ascending rift with a pot anrtght
hand side. The rift had a good voice connectiomhe hole in the floor of the upper part of Slatulse,
and continued upwards to a choke.

GB free climbed the 15' deep pot to meet a furthbble choke in a descending bedding plane andya ti
trickle of water.

No one else felt inclined to follow GB's footstegrwd a halt was called to the night's activitiesusher 30'
of depth had been gained, giving the cave an dwéeath of perhaps 90' to 100', and another 6pastage
explored, making of total of 160' to 180"



Some very careful shoring and stabilisation arotimel new rift will be necessary if exploration is to
continue without serious risk to life and limb.

Sunday 4 August 1996 - Dave Speed, Paul Stillman, Bob Cottle, Graham BegmbDave Morrison, Rob
Taviner, "Buddy" Williams, Richard Witcombe, Simbfeade-King

Further examination of the loose rift to consideorang options. It looked a long and difficult tasind GB

and RT therefore went below to check for possilpistieam connections with the upper hole in therftdo
Slab House and with Barbecue Rift. The hole cegtaionnects with the rift below but in between thes a

dangerous chaos of large boulders perhaps 15' 8aepecue Rift seems too far to the left and nece®i
could be detected. GB examined a promising infebpposite the pot but this appeared to be benath
top right hand corner of Slab House where themmisbvious way on in the floor.

With other options ruled out, it was reluctantlynctuded that the main rift would have to be shcaad
made safe. It was decided to bridge the upper étiteaift with a section of RSJ and build up atbeds of
concrete and stone to hold back the sliding wéalle overhanging loose material at the lower entthefrift
may require some form of scaffolding support asatapse it would jeopardise the stal flows dirgctl
above.

The rest of the afternoon was spent grouting tlveetoparts of Concrete Showers. PS took a series of
photographs in Slab House.

Wednesday 7 August 1996 - Dave Speed, Bob Cottle, Rob Taviner, Graham Broniave Morrison,
Richard Witcombe

Started the stabilisation of the Slab House rift.

Two 6' lengths of steel angle and concrete makmggeidients were carried down to the chamber. Tloe tw
angles were laid across the upper end of the gitt @hannel piece and rock slabs were placed oartdp
concreted into the loose back wall. This "safetgftawill be built up further to create a solid coate
matrix across the rift and dry stone walling wi# bdded to hold back loose material. A small amad@int
concrete was inserted into one of the unstableecsrat the bottom end of the rift, but more shoviniybe
needed at a lower level.

A bolt was placed in the left hand wall of Slab ldeuo allow a ladder to be used in the rift.

While this work was under way, GB and RT went betovenlarge the crawl access to the lower rift 45d
pot. The latter is becoming an awkward free cliralitee footholds are crumbling and walls getting dyud
Some trial digging was carried out in the bedditame choke below the pot. The stream fill is a onatof

mud, cobbles and rocks, but at least one of tHessdad a roof flake will need banging. Dumping &pisc
limited and most spoil will have to be hauled up got and dumped in the upstream rift.

Sunday 11 August 1996 - Bob Cottle, Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe, Rob Tavin

The heavy rainfall of the morning was still fallimghen the diggers went underground.

More steel angle and concrete was taken down to IStase but before resuming shoring work, the party
visited the lower series. A small stream was fgllifrom then inlet in the roof and running "upstréam
pour down the 15' pot. This was descended withatteof a handline. The way on is low and squalid bu
emits a slight draught and shows no sign of waaek up.

Two short sections of steel were wedged as a Teprethe lower part of the Slab House rift, andaaete
and stone roof was built up on top. This structuhen complete will protect the caver from furthenaon
roof falls.



More work was also done on the upper roofwork.

Wednesday 14 August 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Mark "@brizumley,
"Buddy" Williams, Nigel Hellyar, Paul Stillman

No stream was running.

Commenced the clearance of the choked passage tredals' Pot. Spoil was hauled up the pot and ddmpe
in the "redundant” upstream rift. The passage wag muddy and squalid, but by negotiating around
various large slabs and ridges of rock, 6' to rofress was made. Ahead, rocks could be pusked/at
looks to be a reasonably open section of rift pgessa

Sunday 18 August 1996 - Graham Bromley, Paul Stillman, Deborah Morgenst&igel Helyar, Rob
Taviner, Clive North, Richard Witcombe

PS took more photographs and RW taped the formaiioislab House and tidied up the spoil tips in the
chamber.

GB, NH, RT and CN continued clearing the passag@bthe pot. At least one slab will need to be l&hg
to improve working conditions but a sinuous, narayen passage lies ahead, emitting a cool draught.

Wednesday 21 August 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Mark LymRaul Stillman,
Richard Witcombe

Continued clearing the lower passage. A dozen drasiofilled buckets of brown slurry and cobblesreve
hauled out and dumped in the upper rift. ML did sasketching.

Sunday 25 August 1996 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Richarcc@vitbe. Mark Lumley came
underground later.

Despite two or three days of very heavy rain shew#rere was no evidence of any significant stream
having flowed in the upper cave. The showerbatbwe&lab House was running but at a lower level thran
11 August.

Water had washed out the digging face a little, Rfidvas able to remove one of the key rocks irflthe .

After the clearance of some gravel and cobblesyusirope hauled skip taken down for the purposewRI
able to crawl forward and peer around the firstchehthe open rift passage. He could look aboutldig
a slightly descending rift passage, some 2' 6" lighvery narrow - not man-sized without banginghe
removal of some ledges by hammer. At the far ertethppeared to be a puddle of water.

The first corner of the open passage will requaagto allow a proper inspection of the way on,dnég of
the large slabs in the approach passage was repesitmore conveniently using a rope and musclespow

ML had joined the party at this stage, and he wenhspect the possible dig down dip of the Slalus¢o
pitch while PS took some photos of the 15' Pot. dltared a way down to the left hand bend previously
reported by GB but he was unable to see around it.

Later in the afternoon, Clive North arrived withniggand went below with Rob Taviner. CN placed lohke
charges around the constriction in the lower passdgft hand wall, right hand wall and an awkwecttje
of rock in the floor, a total of two and a halfls$a- and fired from the bottom of the entrancetshaf

Wednesday 28 August 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Mark LymRaul Stillman,
Clive North, Richard Witcombe

GB, RT and ML went to the digging face and cleatteel debris from a very effective bang. The passage
ahead continues for 3' to 4' as a tall, very namdwto a left hand bend. A small "tiger" might ladle to



force it with a lump hammer, but in the interedt$aoger and older cavers it was decided to blofwook of
the walls using shotholes and Cordtex.

The rest of the team added to the concrete andladge above Slab House rift. DS looked at the rddvp
end of the rift but pronounced the passage arcumténd to be miserably tight.

Sunday 1 September 1996 - AM: Clive North, Graham Bromley

Drilled a small diameter shothole in the right hamal of the terminal passage but had to give ujpree
maximum depth was reached owing to a flat batt€grdtex was inserted in the shothole and a slab was
placed on the opposite wall. The linked charge fivad from Slab House.

PM: Graham Bromley, Bob Cottle, Mark Lumley, Ricti&¥itcombe
Strong bang fumes in evidence all the way throbghcave.

Chiselled and cleared the shattered rock from #megypdumping still in the upstream passage abavedh
The left hand bend was no more than a dog leghaszally straight passage. GB was able to craieia
feet along the very narrow 6' high rift and coude $eyond a small drop for a further 10" or so. fDneer
"corner" will need further banging to allow therrav rift to be attacked with a lump hammer.

BC was lucky to avoid being hit when a large roek dut of a bucket on its way up the 15' Pot, W
had a similar close call when a medium sized radppled down the Slab House rift as he was negogati
the muddy crawl.

Wednesday 4 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Mark Lym@dive North,
Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe

While RT went ahead to inspect the terminal pasdage DS, CN, PS and RW commenced a trial digat th
bottom of Slab House rift, dumping mud, small roeksl cobbles in a hole in the floor of Slab Houlde.
meanwhile, started clearing the slurry from theside of the adjacent wallow.

After about 15 minutes, reports came back that R$ fercing the terminal squeeze. In due courseahfiL
GB joined him in exploring about 100’ of signifitgrassage.

The squeeze gave access to a cross rift with atdezeift chamber, some 20" high by 10" wide anddriy,
off to the right. At the back of the chamber wascmeeze and a tight pitch which was not descended.
Several inlets entered the chamber, includinggelgassage in the roof.

To the left of the breakthrough point a climb doam6' pot led to a 20' section of 3' by 3' T sectianyon
passage, ending in another pitch, this one roomey afnarrow top section and at least 20" deeghé\head
of the pot was a fine grotto, and to the right ac@é@ding man-sized phreatic tube. Pot and passaigeleft
for exploration by the full team at the weekend.

When the full news of the breakthrough reachedSts House party, work halted on the rift dig. The
clearing of the wallow was completed and CN wemwmldo the breakthrough passage to lay a two tlafds
a stick charge on one of the remnant corner bstsede fired from Slab House.

The party retired to the Hunter's to celebrate ageeed to name the rift chamber, Somerville Hall, i
recognition of the Dinder Estates landowner, Congeaisomerville.

Saturday 7 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Clive North

GB examined a tiny continuation of the Slab Houftgust below the lower steel shoring. After cravg in
for 4' or so he negotiated a dog leg bend to tji® and noted a diggable way on.



CN laid a one stick "slab" charge on a block ondbmer of the lower passage, firing from Slab Hoas
usual.

Sunday 8 September 1996 - Graham Bromley, Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Mark LymBob Cottle, Paul
Stillman, Clive North, Richard Witcombe. Dave Mawn and John Hill arrived much later.

GB started early to further enlarge the squeezdbhdnower passage and to put in a bolt above #ve n
pitch.

RT and ML further enlarged the final squeeze engbDS, RW, BC and PS to succcessfully negotiate it
and assemble in Somerville Hall and the canyonggesbeyond. CN could not manage the last section of
the rift and retired to clear bang debris from dpproaches.

The rift at the back of Somerville Hall was exantdri®y RT who described it as a meandering, descgndin
rift rather than a pitch. Beyond a constriction ethmight succumb to determined hammering, it apubty
get a little larger.

After DS had hammered off a constriction at the ebghe 6' pot, all the party stacked up in theycsn
passage to await GB's first descent of the pitch.

Finally the bolt was pronounced adequate and witla@ditional tether belay to a rock, 25' of ladders
lowered into the depths.

GB climbed down the slot in front of the grotto aafter a few feet emerged in a roomy pot belling ou
below him. The ladder at first lay against cruméiyale ledges but later hung free of a good limestaall.
Half way down GB saw that the ladder did not retehfloor and he came back up to add a secondradde

He bottomed the pot after the first few rungs o #econd ladder and stepped onto a flat gravedbyr fl
some 8'in diameter. A narrow horizontal rift pagsavith good formations in the roof led off at rigingles
to the ladder.

After ML, RT and RW had joined him at the bottonB &d the way along the rift while DS, BC and PS
made their descents. After 15' the passage turimagb sight at a stal coated run in and ended iarégb
choke. GB and RT cleared some rock to expose & tighding rift dropping away and a visible but not
accessible up-dip passage. Despite some lump hang(@nd a bloody finger for GB) no further progres
could be made in the downstream direction.

The party returned to the top of the pot where KB, RT, DS and PS investigated the phreatic passage
the right of the pitch head. After passing withecaarious holes in the jammed rock floor connectiritp

the pot below, ML crawled along a mud floor to anpcsome 20' in where a step down increased the
passage size to walking height. Ten feet furthethenceiling rose and the floor dropped dramatycaivay

to reveal an 8' wide, perhaps 40' deep pitch. Riwrbalcony like vantage point, fine formations Idoloe
seen on the opposite wall. After sightseeing byréist of the group, an attempt was made to pldustadut
after problems with the kit, the descent was leftanother day.

Meanwhile, RW and BC had joined CN and DM takingndpalebris up the 15' Pot. JH arrived to lend a
helping hand.

As a parting shot, CN laid a charge on an awkw#t at the entrance to the passage below the 15' Po
This nearly did not happen as CN placed the bamghdm a safe spot in the passage and then coulithdot

it. He had abandoned the search and was abouftb ttle pot when he noticed the slab sticking tokhee

of his oversuit! The charge was eventually firezhirDoubting Thomas rift.

The total passage length is now estimated at 3&Dtlee depth 150'.



Wednesday 11 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Mark Lumley, Rob Taviner, Graham Brgmleaul
Stillman, Clive North, Dave Morrison, Richard Witnbe and John Hill, Eric Dunford, Brian Prewer, John
Ham, Albert Francis, Jonathan and Rose Riley frddANA

JH (Ham) and AF stayed on the surface to help digrach from the lowest point of the depressiontout
the entrance shaft. A soakaway and pipework wilinséalled in order to drain the stagnant waterclvthas
been hanging around on the compacted clay aftetyhaan.

RW meanwhile, assisted by JH (Hill) and others fribla NHASA team, installed and grouted in two 4'
sections of steel angle, laid together as a chaheelkeath a projecting and largely unsupported aflahe
down dip end of the Slab House rift.

Various NHASA tourist trips were made to the Watexs and 15' Pot area where CN, DM and ED were
clearing out bang debris from the lower passage.

The main party, ML, RT, GB, PS and DS, went throtglthe unclimbed shaft. After the bolting had been
sorted out, DS descended first, getting off thelémdat a depth of about 20'. Several ways on wee@.0

From the foot of the ladder, a 5' climb led dowratcemarkable stooping height passage, partly deoue

of red sandstone filling a presumed Triassic Neptumyke. It trended to the right and after a sHafp
hand bend, passed under a chamber with an horrerahmke of boulders overhead. Beyond was a choked
rift and a short climb leading down to a too tightssage. Passage length of Blood Alley totallediado'.

At the same level as the approach phreatic tunas & continuation rift passage, reached by an easy
traverse passing close to fine formations. Thiggtffurther on, the rift opened into a small mudmhber

with pure white formations on the right hand siael & a pit in the floor. The 15' long chamber ehdea

mud choke just beyond a blind, 5' deep, mud wafled Overhead is an impossibly tight but high rift
suggesting that this is a significant fossil route.

GB climbed above this passage to reach a third.l@&vieibe went back over the approach passageratiei
other direction an ascendeding passage led to anirap into a chamber which was not entered. Stones
dropped into it fell through a hole in the flootarthe middle passage. GB hung a ladder down fraridp

of the climb belaying it to a somewhat doubtfulqaef stal.

Altogether about 150' of passage was explored sétteral leads still to be pushed.

Sunday 15 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Clive North, Rob Taviner, Bob CottliehBrd Witcombe

CN and DS drilled two shotholes on the left harte of the problem corner in the long crawl! beloe 11%'
Pot, and then retired to the surface.

RT, BC and RW went through to the new series belmv20' pitch - Balcony Pot. After looking briefly
Blood Alley, they examined the terminal choke ie thiddle level passage. Above much of this passage
narrow, too tight rift soars up to a height of 15'25', and at the point of the choke it appearbdo
significantly wider at the top with a continuatibayond.

Digging in the mud choke soon revealed draughtycepdetween stal coated rocks, and after an hour's
work, a low way on could be seen. It stretched dlieaabout 10’ as a slightly inclined bedding elawver a

stal and rocky floor until a levelling out and pis rise in the roof. Further clearance of theofldebris

will be necessary to permit entry.

Spoil was dumped in the mud pot in the floor jusfooe the dig.

Tragically but inevitably many of the stal wall Ws in the narrow rift are becoming irretrievably adied
with the passage of bodies.



Wednesday 18 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Kate Powell, Rob Taviner, Mark Lum{esgham Bromley,
Paul Stillman, Vernon and Rosie Freeman, Dave Mo Richard Witcombe, Eric Dunford

Alongside general sightseeing visits, further ergtion work took place in the rifts beyond Balcd?gt.

The middle passage dig was opened up sufficientlRd and ML to allow a flat out crawl into the fir€'
of a tiny 10' long passage. There was a small heleond a white grotto, but it did not look promgsin
enough to justify destruction of the stal.

RT and ML examined a rift above Blood Alley whicftea "gardening” gave access to a void above the
hanging boulders -Neptune's Hall. It is headingkbae to the right, possibly in the direction of Samwille
Hall. The "floor" looks too dangerous to cross Huthay be possible to make a bolt traverse aroura o
wall.

Meanwhile GB placed a bolt at the top of his rlfinb and re-rigged the ladder. RW ascended to tvtip
gardening around the entrance to the high levemblea. In due course GB, lifelined by RT, crosseal th
chamber around the left hand wall avoiding a hale¢he floor connecting with the passages below, and
reached a landing with a narrow but man-sizedcofitinuing downwards beneath good formations. & th
roof off to the right is a large inlet passage.

Sunday 22 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, Dave Mo Keith and Ros
Fielder, Aubrey Newport, Martin Ellis, Nigel HellgeClive North

A mixture of sightseeing and working trips.
ME, assisted by NH, completed a quick line surviethe cave, which is now approximately 550' long.

Below Balcony Pot, stal cleaning was carried outhatfar end of the middle passage - christene@'&at
Calamity after some accidental muddying of a whide last Wednesday.

The far end of the long squeeze was opened upeartibre using hammer and chisel, and the way ¢neat
back of Somerville Hall was examined again. It wéltjuire at least one bang.

CN, accompanied by DS on his second trip of the thag and fired a charge on the corner in the long
squeeze.

GB's high level route has been named The Gods.

Wednesday 25 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Mark Lumley, Graham Brgml@ave
Morrison, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe

DS, DM, PS and RW cleared back the bang debristauked it at the back of the Watershed. The casner
no more.

Meanwhile, ML, accompanied by RT and GB, tackleti>aclimb up into the roof passage of Somerville
Hall, finding that it degenerated into two impadsahlets.

Moving on to The Gods, GB traversed along 20" afowa rift passage beyond the chamber. It was well
decorated in places but terminated in an almostpbete stal blockage. Finally, GB entered NeptuHel$

by means of a bold step onto some very risky bosldehe Hall is a smooth walled chamber 15' high, 1
wide and 15' long with a disappointingly small, kbd passage in the end wall.

Apart from the roof inlet in The Gods, all high &Jeads have now been eliminated. Attention wallvn
turn to the two lowest points in the cave - thespge below Keen's Pot and the bottom of Blood Alley

Sunday 29 September 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Mark Lymleny Boycott,




Richard Witcombe

Five 4' to 5' lengths of aluminium maypole werestaklown the cave and erected in The Gods to gassac
to the roof inlet. A ladder was hung from four seas$ of pole and GB and RT climbed 15' to explo&Oa

long ascending bedding plane with a further steeptybing extension through boulders visible aroand
corner.

Meanwhile, RW and DS completed a concrete retainialyj at the head of the Slab House rift, and Md an
TB drilled two shotholes in the impassable termnifabelow Keen's Pot.

Joined by RW, GB and RT later examined the 10gpdhe end of Blood Alley. Some floor debris wag du
out from the too tight continuation passage, blidsmck was soon encountered and any further psgr
will require banging.

On the way out, RT noticed a stal coated rift ia thof of the phreatic passage just beyond the béad
Keen's Pot.

TB fired the Keen's Pot charge of Cordtex linkea talaster slab from Somerville Hall.

Wednesday 2 October 1996 - Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott, Rob Taviner, Dave Speledul Stillman, Tony
Littler, Mark Helmore, Graham Bromley, Dave MormsdRichard Witcombe

A mix of tourist and working trips.

The bang of 29 September below Keen's Pot wasxmected, of limited effect because of the hardméss
the rock and TB and ML drilled a further shotho& fiong.

RT climbed the rift in the roof of the phreatic page but it closed down after 6' or so.
GB and RW made for The Gods to conduct a voice eciion test between the roof inlet and Barbecut Rif
RW's climb was uneventful but as GB reached theofogne ladder, the bolt pulled out, leaving thdéder

held only on the traverse rope belayed to a sroaK projection in the the adjacent chamber.

GB went up into the inlet, pushing 6' beyond hisvwus limit, and tried shouting and listening. ki=ard
only vague distant hammering.

Attempts to rig up an alternative ladder belay pasing one of the aluminium poles were unsuccéssial
RW and GB had no option but to trust the rope b&ayhe ladder descent. Both used the rift wallsgead
of the rungs whenever possible and came safely divpitch.

On the way out GB noted a possible inlet abovestipot below Somerville Hall.

Meanwhile RT climbed 10' up into the rift above ttt Pot, to find 35' of roomy bedding plane endimg
chokes after a fork.

DS and DM spent most of the evening digging inftber of Slab House Rift, stacking rocks at the éow
end. The choked rift is 2' to 3' wide at this pant may give access to a third deep point.

TB fired his charge from Somerville Hall.

Sunday 6 October 1996 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Bob CoRiehard Witcombe, Dave
Morrison

While DS and RW continued the concrete and storlengaat the foot of the entrance shaft, RC and RT
went down to Balcony Pot to clean some of the muatidied by climbing. The spray pump clogged before
the task was completed.



PS and RT made further unsuccessful attempts teezgupast the constriction in the rift at the batk
Somerville Hall, eventually concluding that a bavmuld be necessary.

Later DM, RC and PS resumed the dig at the fooSlab House Rift, stacking rocks and spoil in the
chamber above. There appears to be a choked pagsage leading off to the left as well as a caation

of the rift itself.

RT has named the inlet passage above the 15' Rioty Ray Inlet.

Monday 7 October 1996 - Dave Speed, Dave Morrison, Paul Stillman

Continued digging downwards in the floor of Slabude Rift, exposing the junction with the very narro
left hand passage and reaching the sloping flothemmain rift. Spoil was dumped in the chambevabo

Wednesday 9 October 1996 - Dave Speed, Chris Henderson, Mark Lumley, Dave Mon; Richard
Witcombe

ML drilled two and a half shotholes in the passhgw Keen's Pot.
The other four continued the Slab House Rift digadng out more from the floor of the main passage

Sunday 13 October 1996 - Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe

Completed the concrete and stone wall beneathriinaree rings, and added more grouting aroundtéet s
beam in the entrance "chamber".

Wednesday 16 October 1996 - Mark Lumley, Dave Speed, Paul Stillman, Graham BegmDave
Morrison, Richard Witcombe

ML took the drill to the far end of the cave andeaipted to deepen last week's shotholes. Little was
achieved as the drill bit proved blunt and the reeky hard. Although the Watershed showerbath veds n
running, the passage below the 15' Pot had obvimastied water during the recent spells of heaiy.r

ML reported the presence of a black hole oppobiteunexplored inlet passage below Keen's Pot.

The rest of the team carried on with the Slab Hd$iedig. The main passage was cleared out fto €ie
point where it turns sharp left. On the bend, blaoles in the floor were uncovered emitting a reslde
draught, and by the end of the evening, there wasvapast a large boulder into a narrow but opgobat
right angles to the rift.

Friday 18 October 1996 - Dave Speed, Clive North

Placed and fired a one stick "slab" charge on théder below Slab House Rift.

Sunday 20 October 1996 - Dave Speed, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Bob Cokeye Morrison

Heavy rain over several days had created very arditions underground.

Water from the depression was emerging betweerenir@nce pipes, and following the excavated route
down to Slab House. The showerbath in the Wateralzedflowing in both directions. The down dip flow,
augmented by the entrance water, was sinking ifitsideft hand passage and was found re-emerfgorg

a roof inlet in Somerville Hall. It left the chambiarough the too tight rift at the back and wasrsagain
falling from an inlet above Balcony Pot. The wateentually entered Blood Alley and sank in the flod

the 10’ Pot.



The rift beyond the banged boulder was too narmwriter, but a clear voice connection was estadish
with the floor level inlet in Somerville Hall.

The main flow down the 15' Pot followed the obviosseamway route to Keen's Pot, eventually
disappearing into the terminal passage. There measdund of a lot of water beyond the banged sectio

PS took more photographs on the way out.

Wednesday 23 October 1996 - Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott, Rob Taviner, Graham Biey Paul
Stillman, Richard Witcombe

A trickle of water was still running in the maineamway beyond Somerville Hall.

ML and TB deepened the shotholes in Kryptonite &gesswhile the rest checked out various nooks and
crannies. Some bang debris from Slab House Riftduagped in the chamber above, and surplus diggtng k
was taken to the surface.

At the end of the evening, TB fired a three shahbhked charge.

Sunday 27 October 1996 - Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe

Despite heavy rain showers, there was only a sanadlunt of drip throughout the cave.

The bang on the left hand wall of Kryptonite Pagsshad been effective, but the hardness of the BRaak
limestone was such that remnants of the shotheewmined visible on the wall. After clearing awag th
broken rock and shifting one very large slab a feet, GB was able to squeeze feet first along itngosis
passage at roof level. After 10' he reached theofappot, slightly offset to his right. The awkwaess of
his position and the absence of any available stomeant that he could not determine the depthtHmut
shaft appeared to be mansized. Somewhere belovth@asound of a small amount of falling water. GB
could not make further progress and after a steugglre-emerged.

Meanwhile RT and RW investigated the inlet passagethe corner before the blasted section. It was
draughting strongly.

RT removed a few rocks from around the threshHmld could not risk shifting the key stone barringess
as it appeared to be a chockstone for a large anodumose material on the right. A very carefuhgamay
be the safest option to open up the passage.

RT reported that there appeared to be a sizeablejast inside the threshhold.

Wednesday 30 October 1996 - Tony Boycott, Mark Lumley, Rob Taviner

Drilled a series of seventeen (!) small shothotethe right hand wall of Kryptonite Passage, and &nd
fired a combined charge of multiple lengths of Gexdand one slab.

RT hammered away some obstructions which were igguise ladder to snag on Keen's Pot.

Sunday 3 November 1996 - Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott, Graham Bromley, Rob Traa#i, Bob Cottle, Paul
Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Dave Morrison, Johnl Hil

The bang had been reasonably successful althowghasef the shotholes remained intact. After adjoo
deal of hammering and chiselling a lower routehe head of the pitch was engineered. Using a crowba
belay some way back from the pot, two ladders yareed and lowered and GB made the first descent.

The shaft was a miniature 12' deep version of kKeBnot, with one wall covered by a stal flow emeggin
from a too tight roof inlet. The way on was a leflebred narrow rift which will need enlarging fabout 6'



after which it appears to widen.

After RT, ML and TB had also visited the bottomtbé pot, TB laid a small Cordtex charge in a shietho
already drilled into the jammed rocks preventingess to the corner inlet passage.

Meanwhile BC and RW carried out stal cleaning i Balcony Pot area, while PS took further photolgsap
TB fired the Cordtex charge from Somerville Hadlporting a small rumble after the bang.

Wednesday 6 November 1996 - Rob Taviner, Mark Lumley, Richard Witcombe

The Cordtex charge had removed just sufficent tockllow RT to quickly dig open a route into théein
He crawled in to find himself in a narrow but mares phreatic rift. Above and behind the entrance
squeeze was a small chamber filled with superlfistas and formations, including one very largetain.

RT was joined by RW and ML and the three explor@do? gradually ascending rift passage up to & Iig
places but never wider than body sized. The wallgevelean washed with many protruding fossils,that
floor was largely mud covered with a meanderingastr cut trench. There were good examples of depp dr
pits in the mud.

One inlet passage on the right was pushed by Mlalbout 10" before becoming tight, and RT reponeal t
diggable ways on at the far end.

Returning to the streamway, the three re-riggedi2igot using a crow bar belay in the passage eovaf
examined the way on. A few hammer and chisel blmasde little impact on the walls, and it was conefiid
that a three or four charge banging campaign wbeldeeded to reach the wider section beyond.

Sunday 10 November 1996 - Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, Dave Morrison, Tony&uit

RT and GB commenced a high grade survey, startimghe surface and reaching the Slab House area.
Rather surprisingly the Slab House inlet passageeul to be 75' long.

Meanwhile TB drilled shotholes in the passage bdlwsv12' Pot, christened Chalice Well, and latexdfia
charge.

Wednesday 13 November 1996 - Mark Lumley, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner

ML cemented a short section of steel scaffold pai@ss the head of Chalice Well to serve as a Ip=lany,
and cleared back debris from Sunday's bang.

RT and GB surveyed to the head of the 15' Potudich the awkward Rainy Day Passage.

Sunday 17 November 1996 - Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Bob Cottle, Paul 8@h, Keith Shea, John
Hill, Richard Witcombe

A mixture of working and sightseeing trips.
GB and RT continued with the survey, reaching thadof Balcony Pot.
RW took a small bag of cement down to Slab Houskssabilised the rocks at the head of the rift.

JH and BC transported a 5' length of steel angtbadottom of Blood Alley. RT has plans to usmimake
a safe step into Neptune's Hall.

PS took more photographs.



The new grotto and passage entered on 6 November been christened Bay of Rainbows and Mud
Meanders.

Wednesday 20 November 1996 - Mark Lumley, Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley

The entrance passages had been washed clean lyyshegms at the beginning of the week.
RT and GB added passage detail to the survey Whileid some sketching.

Sunday 24 November 1996 - Graham Bromley, Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott, JohnlHfleith Savory

A day of heavy rain. The streamlet from the enteashaft, which is gradually washing out the mud and
stream fill from amongst the Concrete Showers rjokias sinking just before Slab House.

TB drilled the terminal rift below Chalice Well, ing an old cagoule to keep the spray off the dAll.
charge was in due course fired.

A shothole was also started in the tight rift & bBack of Somerville Hall.
KS conducted a preliminary geological survey of¢hee.

Wednesday 27 November 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Mark LymRichard
Witcombe

Earlier in the week, DS had dug down to the draégnpigpe in the depression and had blocked it offs Th
should reduce erosion in the entrance series.

RW and DS carried out stal cleaning in Slab Houskat the head of Keen's Pot, before a sightseemtp
Mud Meanders and Bay of Rainbows.

ML, after completing two shotholes at the back ofrferville Hall, went down to the terminal passagd a
cleared back the bang debris. He could see alomgdlssage for perhaps 20'. It appeared to be Iglight
bigger after 10" and at the end seemed to veedrtwuright, perhaps at a pitch head.

RT and GB continued with the survey, covering Ka@alamity and most of Blood Alley. The grotto la t
far end of Kate's Calamity was examined again,iawas found that stones lobbed into the small ladléne
back seemed to rattle away for a short distanamait be worth trying to reach this point by diggungder
the grotto floor, starting at the back-filled muak in the small chamber before the grotto.

Saturday 30 November 1996 - Paul Stillman, Rich Blake

Stal cleaning and sightseeing trip.

Sunday 1 December 1996 - Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner

Completed surveying Blood Alley and Keen's Pot tigloto Chalice Well.

Wednesday 4 December 1996 - Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Mark Lumley, Dave Shd&ete Helliar

RT and GB surveyed the Mud Meanders, pushing thenerrow first inlet passage (on the upstreamtyigh
for nearly 30' to a point very close to the secmet. A few feet of digging would make the connent

Meanwhile, ML, DS and PH commenced digging at the ef Kate's Calamity, sinking a trench in the mud
floor at the threshhold to the grotto.

Sunday 8 December 1996 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Richard&tibe, Mark Lumley




DS placed his purpose built fixed steel laddehméntrance shatft.

RW took a 4' length of steel scaffold pole dowrB&lcony Pot where GB fitted it at the head of thefr
climb as a replacement belay for the failed bol.&d GB then surveyed the Gods, including theiPiah
Hanging Rock inlet. RT had a close call when adaark dislodged by GB landed very adjacently.

RW resumed work at the Kate's Calamity dig, todiegd later by ML. The latter burrowed downwards at
45 degrees while RW stacked the spoil behind stetaning walls in the small chamber. At the endhaf
session, the dig was close to the stal floor ofgitodto.

On his way out, ML stopped off at Somerville Hall deepen the shothholes. He made little impression
because of drill slippage and sticking.

GB emerged from the cave with a large 2" long tdotind in floor debris at the end of Picnic at Hiaugg
Rock. This appears to be a canine tooth from alasgnivore - possibly hyaena, wolf, lynx or lion.

Wednesday 11 December 1996 - Mark Lumley, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Dave SheRichard
Witcombe, Tony Boycott

ML went down early to drill a shothole below Chalig/ell.

GB and RT proceeded to the far end of the Mud Meendb dig the lower, left hand continuation, a
draughting, mud floored bedding plane with a feehes of air space. After 12' of flat out progressalt
was called with man-sized passage visible 2' &h8ad.

DS and RW continued digging at the end of Katelsu@#y, advancing carefully but very awkwardly unde
the stal floor. Heavy drip turned the mud flooroirorridge, and dumping space is now almost exbdust
There was no draught to speak of.

TB came down and placed a charge in Somerville, Hhall the presence of the digging teams preventing
firing in the time he had available and he hacttoave the bang.

Later in the Hunter's, Don Thomson, a GP, had & &dhe tooth found on Sunday and suggested ititmig
be a pig's canine!

Sunday 15 December 1996 - Rob Taviner, Dave Speed, Richard Witcombe

Continued digging at the far end of the Mud Meard@nly RT could reach the furthest point and haéb
it too constricted to make any meaningful progrésss is clearly a "Bromley only" dig!

RT contented himself with excavating a low poinif may along the dig, while DS and RW cleared away
mud bank just before the entrance to the crawls Ty prevent the dig from sumping in wet weather.

On the way out, DS went down to Kate's Calamitgde if the dig there had drained. Some of the weitdr
seeped away but it was still squalid and furglinghva spade made little impression. More encougagin
were the stones pushed into the far end hole wihictdled down for two or three feet.

Monday 16 December 1996 - Mark Lumley

More shothole drilling in the Chalice Well rift.

Wednesday 18 December 1996 - Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, Pete Hann, Mark Lumleyny Boycott

RT and GB, assisted for a while by PH, continuedvbéry awkward Mud Meanders dig, reaching within a
foot or so of breakthrough.



ML drilled again in the rift below Chalice Well, dTB later fired charges there and in Somervillé.Ha

Saturday 21 December 1996 - Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott

Cleared the debris from last Wednesday's bangdaleld and banged again.

Sunday 22 December 1996 - Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley

RT and GB passed the banged squeeze at the b&dnwdrville Hall and dropped 6' into a walking heigh
canyon passage. After 25', the connection withBhkony Pot inlet passage was reached but it was to
tight to pass.

Moving on to the Mud Meanders, the expected breaktih was made after 10 minutes digging. A roomy
10' high bedding chamber was entered with an bitetked by an old stal flow. The main way on conéd

via a dog leg and an eyehole squeeze to a thredorkayA pot in the floor dropped into a low passagth

a large cobble preventing access, while the mgit iand way ended in a collapse area. The lefl haute

led upwards to a stal coated aven with an awkwaogegtion preventing a proper examination. Altogeth
about 75' of new passage was explored. The segsaes to draught well.

Whilst in the Balcony Pot area, RT noted a alteveatoute up into The Gods, requiring only the reaimf
a few jammed boulders. This new climb will save Bacony Pot formations from the effects of falling
mud.

Friday 27 December 1996 - Mark Lumley

Further shothole drilling below Chalice Well.

Sunday 29 December 1996 - Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, Graham Johnson, DawekCAnthony
Butcher, Eddie Walters, Natalie Clark

RT, GB and GJ proceeded to the new passages ahthef Mud Meanders, GJ carrying a drill. The aven
succumbed without the need for any shothole dgllibut it led disappointingly into the collapse are

associated with the right hand passage. The nesagas, including the Somerville Hall extension, ever
surveyed.

The rest of the party toured the main routes.

Friday 3 January 1997 - Afternoon: Rob Taviner, Graham Johnson

A bitterly cold day, with a visible plume of warrnr @merging from the shaft.

Worked at the Kate's Calamity dig, dumping spoithie approach chamber. On the way out, pulled a few
rocks out of rift route up into The Gods. A fewdarblocks remain.

Evening: Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott

Drilled and banged the rift below Chalice Well. &wf more bangs will be needed to reach what appears
be a pot, with a continuation passage over the top.

Sunday 5 January 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombe. LRtdr Taviner

Continued work at Kate's Calamity, DS digging alimidst out in very cramped and squalid conditions.
Buckets of slurry and rocks were passed alongithand dumped in a hole in the floor. By the eridhe
session, small holes were appearing amongst ts moche floor.



Wednesday 8 January 1997 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, Dave Mon;i Max Midlen

A number of tasks were carried out while MM wemjhéseeing.

RW carried out stal cleaning in the Balcony Potdrefore joining DM, DS and GB at the Kate's Catgmi
dig. DM managed to haul out some large slabs, aBdHe@n hammered and crowbarred his way under the
stal floor.

Meanwhile RT brought down a large amount of roanfrthe new route up into The Gods, and in due
course made the connection via an easy rift cli@®.and MM visited Picnic at Hanging Rock, where GB
pushed the end for a further 6' beneath some "hgrdgaths”. The ladder up to The Gods was de-rigged

Back at Kate's Calamity, DS was working in a vegualid porridge bowl of mud. He managed to insert
himself far enough under the stal floor to seeva passage continuing ahead. RT examined the prtsspec
but left it to GB to attempt to force the squeeze.

GB went in feet first for nearly a body's lengthdahen came out and went back in head first vaitthst He
managed to break up some of stalled floor beneathand was able to peer ahead. A few jammed rocks
prevented access to a drop in the floor beyondtiie passage appeared to continue small but med-si

Sunday 12 January 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Bob Co@lleve North. Later
Dave Morrison

Apart from some stal cleaning and a short tourigt for CN, all effort was concentrated on the Kate
Calamity dig. When DM joined the team, all severravehaining buckets of sludgy spoil and rocks back
along the rift to the disposal hole.

The progress made was disappointing. Just beyangamt reached by GB on 8 January, there is a tiny
airspace continuing for perhaps 10', but the passadargely filled with slabs and gravelly mud lsea
beneath a stal floor. Drip in the passage sooneasthe mud to slurry, and makes for some verglggju
digging. There is no early breakthrough in prospec

Sunday 19 January 1997 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Clive North, John HilgHaird Witcombe

DS attacked the Kate's Calamity dig with a vengeaartd succeeded in breaking up and pulling outge la
amount of stal cemented rubble. By the end of #ssisn, he had dug down into clean washed rocks and
had uncovered a significant hole in the floor givarccess to a narrow rift. Stones thrown througimbed
down for 10' or 12'. RT also examined the end anddcsee the main tube continuing with bigger aices
beyond a couple of large slabs.

Wednesday 22 January 1997 - Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott, Dave Speed, Paul Stilmm&hris Henderson,
Rob Taviner, Dave Morrison

ML and TB cleared debris from the Chalice Well digd drilled further shotholes. The "pot" in the szge
ahead now looks to be just a step in the floor thedrift continues for a further 10" to 12, perhatightly
larger at the far end.

The second team resumed work at Kate's CalamityamSRT worked at the face, wrestling with large
rocks in very confined and muddy conditions. Onrgdaslab was eventually removed together with @fiot
smaller rocks. The sludge was directed into the molthe floor, a 3" to 4" wide slot up to 20' desud
sounding wider at the bottom. Ahead the passagenstricted by bridges of rock and awkward slaibs 5
beyond, a more open section of passage can besglan@here is stal on one wall and stones lobbed
through roll away encouragingly. It looks as tholgimg will be needed to break through into this rif

Sunday 26 January 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Bob Cottle, Paul SainClive North




GB and DS attacked the rock obstructions in theeka€alamity dig with lump hammer and chisel and
made several feet of progress. Alas, the view alesxla severe disappointment. The "open sectios" wa
only a small stal blocked alcove in a very smatigzaye.

The way on must be deep in the floor, and it vatjuire a major banging campaign to reach it.

On the way out, the initial section of Blood Allexas examined closely to see if it representedra tstdhe
lower route. There is a choked rift on the coradignment which might repay a dig.

Wednesday 29 January 1997 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, Clive INd?awul Stillman

Began the assault on the narrow rift. Two 18" sbleth and a shorter one were drilled in the approach
passage and a Super Cordtex charge was duly fired.

RT examined Picnic at Hanging Rock but made nd&rrprogress.

Thursday 30 January 1997 - Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott

Banged the Chalice Well rift.

Sunday 2 February 1997 - AM: Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott

Cleared away debris and fired a further chargehen €halice Well dig. The passage ahead after & shor
enlargement looks to be largely blocked by stal.

PM: Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, QNeeth, Richard Witcombe

Wednesday's bang had been effective, but fumem(fre Chalice Well bang?) were too thick for any
clearing or drilling work.

After some stal cleaning by RW, the party visitdte TGods and Picnic at Hanging Rock. Nothing further
found.

Wednesday 5 February 1997 - Rob Taviner, Clive North

Cleared bang debris over a 5' length of passaggpdrg gravel and small rocks down the rift and
stockpiling larger rocks in the mud chamber. Ddlteree 18" shotholes and fired another Cordtexgeha

Carried out a small amount of stal cleaning inKlage's Calamity grotto.

Thursday 6 February 1997 - Mark Lumley, Tony Boycott

Passed the banged squeeze below Chalice Well tqenme10' or so of man-sized but very narrow pgssa
with a few formations on the walls and a nearlatotud choke ahead. Not a very inspiring prospect.

Saturday 8 February 1997 - Paul Stillman and friends

A photographic excursion.

Sunday 9 February 1997 - Paul Stillman and friends

Continued the photographic work.
Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Bob CdRilehard Witcombe, Clive North

Cleared the results of Wednesday's bang and dtiie# 18" shotholes and one short one. A Supeit€or



charge was duly fired.
Further stal cleaning was carried out in the grotto

Wednesday 12 February 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Mark Lumley, Peteriétell

The cave was wet after heavy rain, but the airnatiger stale. This could be the result of muck agirey on
the field above.

Cleared the debris from a very successful bangtwhad opened up another 5' of passage. One moge ban
should allow a better view down the slightly widér ahead.

GB and ML also visited the Chalice Well terminabkh and found the small stream sinking into the mud
floor with no signs of backing up. The choke maynmeth digging.

Sunday 16 February 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Bob Cottle, Clive North

Further clearing work at the Kate's Calamity dig.

DS managed to "re-open" the narrow rift by pullmg a couple of rocks which had lodged part way @ow
and a quantity of bang gravel was swallowed up.

GB squeezed to the far end of the passage buke pl@vented him from peering down the wider sectib
rift. Rocks trundled down seemed to drop for 8@into a larger space.

Three shotholes were drilled and CN fired the uSugder Cordtex charge.

GB also visited the Chalice Well dig and after dieg some of the mud, uncovered a rock which apmzkar
to be holding back the choke. He detected a draagthtould hear water gurgling beyond the rock.

Wednesday 19 February 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, PeteriddelRichard
Witcombe

Cleared more bang debris from the Kate's Calamgy 8ome of the rock was used to start building a
causeway across the decorated "White Pot".

It was still not possible to see whether man-sjzaskage lies below the narrow rift.

Thursday 20 February 1997

Dr Andrew Currant of the Natural History Museum awisit to the Somerset County Museum at Taunton
identified the Picnic at Hanging Rock tooth as tamine of a very large wolf from the Middle to Late
Pleistocene period, approximately 60,000 years ago.

Sunday 23 February 1997 - Graham Bromley, Clive North, Paul Stillman

GB and CN drilled three further shotholes in thag&aCalamity dig, while RW and PS, after addirfgwa
more rocks to the "White Pot" causeway, revisitdt TGods and Picnic at Hanging Rock in search of
further Pleistocene remains. Nothing more was found

The spare piece of maypole was taken out from TodsGs far as Somerville Hall and the Super Cordtex
charge was fired from near the head of Keen's Pot.

Wednesday 26 February 1997 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Graham Bromley, Mark Lym@dive North,
Richard Witcombe




Cleared a large amount of bang debris from the 'K&alamity dig. After completion of the "White Pot
causeway, rocks were dumped in the approach paskesgeto Balcony Pot.

The head of the rift is now a comfortable widtht bus still not possible to get a good look dowrhere
appear to be undercuts or a widening of the riévafeet down, but rock shadows confuse the view.

Sunday 2 March 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Clive North

Cleared more bang debris back to temporary staegpénd drilled three and a bit shotholes. Firedugual
Super Cordtex charge.

Wednesday 5 March 1997 - Graham Bromley, Dave Speed, Paul Stillman, PetdlidrdeMike Willett,
Richard Witcombe, Mark Lumley

Cleared a large quantity of bang debris back taithelose to Balcony Pot.
The terminal rift now looks narrow for quite a @iste.

Wednesday 12 March 1997 - Graham Bromley, Mark Lumley, Rob Taviner, Dave SpheRichard
Witcombe, Paul Stillman

Chiselled out more rock with DS's homemade crowBame of the debris had to be dumped at the bottom
of Balcony Pot.

With no sign of passage widening ahead, the praspiecnot look good. The decision was taken to dban
the dig in favour of an attack on the terminal jpoBlood Alley.

Saturday 15 March 1997 - Graham Bromley

A solo trip to eliminate a couple of chokes.

Taking the DS crowbar to the far end of Picnic anbing Rock, he prised a rock out of the way tm gai
further 20’ of passage ending in a more final bégek

After inconclusively probing the choked rift beld@alcony Pot, he descended Keen's Pot to examine the
stal cemented boulders beneath the entrance tdudeMeanders. The old phreatic route had been thioug
to turn right at this point, but there were alsdi@ations of a continuation downwards parallel wiitie
Chalice Well streamway.

Using a short bar, he quickly broke through thelthexs into a well decorated grotto with a narrof ri
passage leading off. After a short distance the ovagivided. To the right was a small boulder clibget,
and on the left a too low bedding plane with a vadva small grotto beyond.

As he was shortly leaving for Holland, GB christéiiee find Going Dutch.

Tuesday 18 March 1997 - Dave Speed, Paul Stillman

Photographic trip to Mud Meanders and Going Dutch.

Wednesday 19 March 1997 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Dave Speed, Richarcc@itbe

Apart from a brief inspection of Going Dutch by Riild RW, and a probe in the Balcony Pot rift by D@,
party contented itself with moving kit from the k& Calamity dig to Blood Alley in readiness for an
assault on the rift at the bottom of the 10’ pot.

The Hale-Bopp comet was a spectacular sight im¢nth western sky.



Wednesday 26 March 1997 - Graham Bromley, Dave Speed, Pete Hellier, Rob TEayiRichard Witcombe

Photography and stal cleaning, and a dig in thdelfow Balcony Pot. A short section was clearedtidam
fill but the dig was abandoned when the tipped netérom the Kate's Calamity dig was encountered.

Wednesday 2 April 1997 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Dave Speed, Andy Spari@Ghris Castle, Clive
North, Richard Witcombe, Graham Bromley

While RT took AS and CC on a tourist trip, DS, BR®Y and CN made their way to the Blood Alley pot,
carrying drill, batteries and bang.

CN drilled two shotholes in the left hand wall bktcontinuation rift and one on the right, latemfy the
usual Super Cordtex (Pentaflex) charge from abateddy Pot.

GB returned to Going Dutch to make a start on lavgethe floor of the terminal bedding plane.

Sunday 6 April 1997 - Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Clive NoRichard Witcombe

Cleared the bang debris from Blood Alley pot, stagkmost of the rubble at the back of the pot.dswhen
possible to look along about ten feet of disappoghy small - less than man-sized - horizontallyofled
rift.

It draughted slightly, but as it would require atsined banging effort to push, it will be left fibre time
being.

Some of the tools were brought out of the caveeadiness for the next Hymac dig at Charterhouse&ar
Farm on April 19/20.

Wednesday 9 April 1997 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Dave Speed, Richarcc@itbe

Proceeded to Going Dutch where RT lowered thecstalled floor at the far end. He eventually succeéae
inserting himself feet first and later head finstol a small bedding plane grotto, about three fedée and
eighteen inches to two feet high. It was well dated but choked with mud and stal after a bodygtle In
view of the constricted nature of the passage bhadivod quality stal, no further work is contemgdat
More tools were brought out of the cave.

A good view of Hale-Bopp comet and a crescent moon.

Wednesday 16 April 1997 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe

Cleared a mass of tools and other kit from the cave

Dave Speed painted the Little Crapnell gate.



